Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science
Volume 68

Annual Issue

Article 6

1961

In Memoriam: Arthur Harold Blue; Ernest Straign Haber; George B.
Hartman; George Oscar Hendrickson; William Kunerth; Walter F.
Loehwing; William F. Lynch; Gilmour Beyers MacDonald; William B.
Zuker

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright ©1961 Iowa Academy of Science, Inc.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias

Recommended Citation
(1961) "In Memoriam: Arthur Harold Blue; Ernest Straign Haber; George B. Hartman; George Oscar
Hendrickson; William Kunerth; Walter F. Loehwing; William F. Lynch; Gilmour Beyers MacDonald; William B.
Zuker," Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, 68(1), 50-59.
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol68/iss1/6

This General Interest Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science by an authorized
editor of UNI ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

et al.: In Memoriam: Arthur Harold Blue; Ernest Straign Haber; George B.

IN MEMORIAM
ARTHUR HAROLD BLUE
1901-1961
Dr. Arthur Harold Blue, associate professor of mathematics and engineering at Cornell College, died January 11, 1961. From 1927 to 1944
he was a member of the \'Vesb11ar
College facu lty and for the year
~ 19-14-45 taught in th e navy V-12
program at Gustavus Adolphus
College, St. Peter, Minnesota.
From HJL15 to 1952 he was professor of mathematics and registrar at Culver - Stockton College,
Canton, Missouri. H e came to
Cornell College in 1952.
In addition to membership in
the Iowa Academy of Science he
was a m ember of the ~fathematical
Association of America, snving for
a year as vice-chairman of the
Towa section; of Phi :Mu Epsilon;
and of Sigma Xi.
Dr. Blue was born at Washta,
Iowa, July 22, 1901. H e attended
elementary school and high school
at Grand Meadow and Washta. He
received the B.A. degree from
Westrnar College in 1923, the
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the
State University of Iowa in 1924
and 1928, respectively.
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ERNEST STRAIGN HABER
1896-1961
Leaving a record of outstandin g accomplishments in a Reld he had
served so intently, Dr. Erne;t S. Haber, professor and head of tl1e D epartment of Horticulture, p'.lssed away
at Ames, Iowa, March 11, 1961.
H e was born on a fann in Olmstad
Falls, near Cleveland, Ohio, on
F ebruary 7, 1896. He attended the
local schools and continued his
education at the Ohio State University. Upon receiving tlie B.S.
degree, he served for 10 montlis as
a first lieutenant at the close of
World Vi ar I. It was in September
of this same year that he married
Helen Reece Barrett.
H e joined the staff of the Departm ent of Horticulture at Iowa
State College as an assistant professor in 1920 and taught nondegree courses for returning veterans for two years before being
transferred to the vegetable subsection under th e direction of A.
T. Erwin. During this period he
completed requirements for the
Master of Science degree in 1922,
and was awarded a Ph.D. degree
in horticulture in 1928. His principal fi eld of work was concerned w~tl;l
vegetable crops, where he made a distinguish ed name for himself in sweet
com breeding, introducing such valued hybrids as Ioana, Iochief, logold,
and logent. In 1940, he succeeded th e retiring Professor Erwin as head
of tlie Vegetable Crops Section, and in 1947 he became head of tli.e D eparbnent of Horticulture.
Dr. Haber's publications have been chiefly in th e form of scientific papers and experiment station bulletins. H e was co-author of two books
which have m et witl1 widespread acceptance. His service to national organizations, highlighted by the presidency of the American Society for
Horticulture Science in 1954-1955, reflected credit to himself and to Iowa
State University. Numerous honors and responsibilities came to him through
membership in th e following organizations: The National Sweet Corn
Breeders Association, for which he served as president in 1953-1954 and
was made an honorary Life Member in Hl60; the Iowa Academy of Science;
the Iowa State Horticulture Society, of which he was on the Board of Directors from 1947 to 1961; and the Fednated Garden Clubs of Iowa. He
was awarded th e Gold Medal by the All-America Trial Committee for his
introduction of Iochief in 1949. H e was a member of Sigma Xi and Gamma
Sigma D elta honorary societies. In recognition of his service to th e nursery
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industry, the Iowa Nurseryrnens Association established in January of
1961 the E. S. Haber Scholarship.
Dr. Haber was a man who had devoted a life-time toward the furtherance of horticulture as a profession, as a livelihood, and as a way of life.
He will long be remembered for his leadership, attainments, and his influence on scientific thought and achievements.

GEORGE B. HARTMAN
1894-1960
George B. Hartman was born at Valley Junction, Iowa, November 28,
1894. He grew up, however, at Eddyville, Mahaska County. After early
schooling he came to Iowa State
College, graduating in forestry
with a B.S. degree in 1917. In
1941 he received the M.S. degree
from Iowa State.
During World War I he served
in France in the 20th Engineers
Battalion under Col. William B.
Greeley. After the Armistice for
a short time he taught dendrology
at the AEF University at Beaune
in eastern France.
Returning in 1919, he was employed by the Long-Bell Lumber
Company, Wood Preserving Division, at D eRidder, Louisiana, and
in 1920 he married Mary Gertrude
Moore of Many, Louisiana. He
remained at DeRidder until 1935,
at which tin1e he joined the Iowa
State College as an assistant pro"
fess or, later associate professor and
professor, in the Department of
Forestry. In 1947 he returned to
the Long-Bell Company as Assistant General Manager, but not for long. His teaching ability had been
noted and valued, so that when Professor G. B. McDonald retired as head
of the Department of Forestry, George returned to the campus in 1948
to take that post. He continued in that position until he retired July 1, 1960.
Dr. Hartman became a member of the Society of American Foresters in
1939. He was secretary of its Division of Education in 1950, vice chairman in 1951 and chairman in 1952. Since 1948 he had been a member
of the Council of School Executives of the Society. He became a member
of the Society's Committee for Advancement of Forestry Education in
1956 and served until his death. In 1959, he was elected to the status of
Fellow
in the
Society. In 1953
Published
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as a member of the Iowa Natural Resources Council and was to have
served until 1965. For many years he also was active in the American ·wood
Preservers' Association. Other affiliations have been Gamma Sigma Delta,
honorary in agriculture; Phi Kappa Phi and Alpha Zeta honorary fraternities; and Sigma Pi social fraternity. H e was an outstanding churchman and
Baptist, having served both the American an d the Iowa Baptist Conventions on committees and commissions.
Professor H artman passed away November 25, 1960, tlu-ee days before
his 66th birthday, with a record of long and kindly service. In his years
at Iowa State he became well known, and his life and philosophy touched
the lives of a great many of the graduates in forestry.

GEORGE OSCAR HENDRICKSON

1890-1961
Professor George 0. H endrickson died on March 19, 1961. He had been
on the Iowa State University faculty since 1925, progressing from instructor
to assistant professor in 1930, to
associate professor in 1945, and to
professor of zoology and entomology in 1951. Prior to coming
to Ames he taught at Iowa State
T eachers College, Cornell University, and in public schools in
Iowa and Utah.
Dr. Hendrickson was among the
first in the country to teach
courses in wildlife management.
He assisted in the establishment
of research and instruction in fishery and wildlife conservation at
Iowa State University and was
responsible for much of the early
growth and d evelopment of the
program. His former students are
in influential positions in universities, state conservation departments, the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, and other conservation agencies tlu-oughout tl1e
country and Canada. He was assistant leader of th e Iowa Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit from its inception and was designated as a
collaborator of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He published over 200
scientific papers.
He was active in tlrn Iowa Ornithologists Union (president, 1933-34),
American Ornithologists Union, American Society of Mammalogists, Wildlife Society (vice president, 1942; assistant editor, 1942-49; and was
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elected honorary member, 1956), and the Iowa Academy of Science (Fellow, Membor of Board of Directors, 1953-59). He was a member of Sigma
Xi (Electoral Board, 1928), Phi Kappa Phi, Gamma Sigma Delta ,and Osborn Research Club (Chairman, 1953-54). He received a special citation
from the Iowa Division of the Izaak ~ralton League of America a year
before his death.
Dr. Hendrickson was active in the Collegiate Presbyterian Church, serving as Sunday School teacher, ruling elder, moderator, and a member of
the building committee. Following his 70th birthday, May 25, 1960, he
had gone to one-fourth time teaching. He and Mrs. Hendricks0n spent
much of the rest of the year visiting their children and grandchildren.

WILLIAM KUNERTH
1878-1960
Dr. William Kunerth was born on a farm in LaCrosse County, Wisconsin, on August 19, 1878. He was graduated from LaCrosse High School as
valedictorian, received the B.A. degree from the University of Wisconsin in
1904 and the M.A. degree in 1910. In 1921 he was awarded the Ph.D.
degree cum laude from the University of Chicago. He died December 4,
1960.
Dr. Kunerth began his teaching career in the public schools of Wisconsin and in the Teachers College at Superior. He joined the physics faculty
at Iowa State College in 1907 and continued to serve this institution for
44 years. In this period he greatly endeared himself to his associates and
neighbors. A former colleague writes of him, "He was a man of great
ability, with honesty, sincerity, friendliness, a good sense of humor, and
high standards of duty and responsibility."
He was a member of the Optical Society of America, the Illuminating
Engineering Society, the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, and the Iowa Academy of Science, in which he was physics section chairman for one year. He also was a member of the Society for
Science Instructors, the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness,
Sigma Xi, and the local Osborn Research Club. Because of his proficiency
in the lighting field, Dr. Kunerth became a consultant on lighting and
illuminating engineering.
Dr. Kunerth was also active in civic and church affairs. He was a charter member of Collegiate Methodist Church in Ames, where he served on
the official board. For several years he was church treasurer and finance
secretary. He is survived by his wife, two daughters, and seven grandchildren.
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WALTER F. LOEHWING
1896-1960
Walter F. Loehwing was born in Chicago, November 25, ld86. His
death, August 1, 1960, in Iowa City, represents a loss, in the human resources of the state, not easily
replaced.
Growing up in Chicago and attending public schools there, he received his advanced training at
the University of Chicago graduating magna cum laude with a
Ph .D. in botany, 1925. H e served
as professor and head of the D epartment of Chemistry, an d D ean,
Oklahoma State School of Mines,
from 1920 to 1923. During World
' Var I, he had served as an officer of th e United States Chemical
Corps in France. During the second ' Vorld '>''ar he served as a
member of the Cooperative Committee on Science T eaching of the
National Research Council, as
chairman of the War Emergency
Committee of th e Botanical Society of America, and as civilian
consultant to the United States
Army Chemical Corps.
Upon completion of h is graduate study, Walter Loehwing was appointed to the staff of the D epartment
of Botany at th e University of Iowa where lie served for 35 years as an
outstanding teacher an d scholar.
His primary scholarl y interrcst was in plant physiology and he became
intern ationally known for his in vestiga tions on th e m.ineral nutrition, th e
fl owerin g response and th e disease resistance of p lants. For eight years
y,
the journal of the American Sohe served as editor of Plant Ph ysiolog
ciety of Plant Physiologists.
'Valter Loehwin g was elec ted vice president of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in 1947 and president of the Iowa
Academy of Science in 1957. H e served the Am erican Society of Plant
Physiologists as secretary-treasurer, vice pres ident and president, and in
es
Heid Barnes Honorary
1955 thi s society b estowed upon him th e Charl
Life Membership Award fo r Distinguished Scientific Contributions.
As D ean of the Graduate College at th e State University of Iowa since
1950, ·walter Loehwing was scrupulously fair to scholarly persons from all
disciplines. H e not only listened attentively to their problems but frequently succeeded in doing something tangible to augment individual and
departmental research programs.
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Dr. Loehwing was always keenly interested in the progress of the Iowa
Academy of Science. H e continually encouraged his colleagues and graduate students to contribute to the various activities of the Academy. H e seldom missed the annual meetings and b elieved firmly that the Academy
was a primary agency for promoting meritorious scientific work through. out the state.
Those of us privileged to know him intimately found him to be always
stimulating and friendly. H e had a keen sense of humor and was capable
of using it to dissolve grievanees. Many of his students and colleagues will
remember that his counsel and p ersonality had a quality for squeezing the
best out of them, and can trace their suceess in large part to this persistent
stimulus. Walter Loehwing is sorely missed at the several levels where he
operated so completely to promote good research and teaching.
ROBERT L. H ULBAHY

WILLIAM F. LYNCH
1905-1960
Th Reverend \Villiam F. Lynch, chairman of the D epartment of Biology
at St. Ambrose College, died D ecember 5, 1960. Father Lynch was born
D ecember 7, 1905 at Grand
Mound, Iowa. H e attended local
schools and was graduated from
St. Ambrose College in 1928. H e
studied for the priesthood at the
Theological College of the Catholic
University of America and was ordained a priest on May 21, 1932.
After two years as assistant pastor
of St. Patrick's Church in Iowa
City, he was appointed to the staff
of St. Ambrose Aca.demy at Davenport.
He received the M.S. degree in
biology from Fordham University
in 1941 and the Ph.D. degree from
New York University in 1946.
From that time he was professor of
biology at St. Ambrose College.
Fath er Lynch's field of research
was concerned with the metamorphosis of bryozoan and asciclian
larvae, and he published a number
of papers in this area in recent
years. H e was the first pries t to b e
elected to membership at the Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole,
Massachusetts. His professional memberships were in the American Society of Zoologists, Sigma Xi, the American Microscopical Society, the Albertus Magnus Guild, the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, and the Iowa Academy of Science.
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GILMOUR BEYERS MACDONALD
1883-1960
Gilmour Beyers MacDonald was born in Carleton, Nebraska, March 9,
1883, the fourth son of a Scotch Presbyterian minister. In th e course of
changing pastorates th e parents
finally moved to Lincoln in 1887,
where the boys completed their
schooling. At the University of
Nebraska, Gihnour majored in forestrv, wh ich was then a new field.
Up~n completion of his course in
1907 he gained an appointment
with the U. S. Forest Service and
was employed in Wyoming and
Montana. H e returned to the
University of Nebraska to earn a
Master's degree ( 1910) in fores try. This was also the year of
his marriage to Edith Lillian
Craig of Lincoln. H e accepted a
teaching position in forestry at
the Iowa State College this same
year and became the leader and
head of a growing department of
forestry dating fron1 1910.
Throughout his entire career Dr.
MacDonald wholeheartedly and
successfully devoted his energy
and wisdom to the advancement of
forestry education and conservation in this State. H e will rank with Pammel, Shimek, MacBride, and others who labored unceasingly for the establishment of a sane and well-balanced program for the husbanding and
wise utilization of Iowa's natural resources. H e gave strong support to the
organization of th e Iowa Conservation Commission and the State Park
movement. H e served as D eputy State Forester from 1912 to 1933 and
State Forester from 1933 to 1955. H e organized and directed the State
Civilian Conservation Corps from 1934 until 1938. H e also planned and
developed th e State Forest Nursery at Ames.
For a number of years Professor MacDonald was a member of the
State Planning Board and made notable contributions to the Iowa Twentyy ear Plan. H e was a m ember of th e Executive Council of the Society of
American Foresters and was honored by election to the status of Fellow.
Upon his retirement from administrative duties in 1948 he was appointed
to the National Forest Advisory Council, serving until 1954. From then
m1til 1958 he served the U. S. Forest Service on th e project of access road
locations in the western states. H e was a member of Alpha Zeta and Gamma
Sigma D elta, both honorary societies in agriculture. H e was part-time
president of the Iowa Forestry and Conservation Association. In 1930 he
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received the Silver Beaver award from the Bov Scout organization; in
1947 his Alma Mater confen ed upon him the h~norary degree of Doctor
of Agriculture. In 1955 at the annual meeting of th e American Forestry
Association he was honored with the Award for Distinguished Service in
Education. At the lOOth anniversary celebration of Iowa State College
he was honored by having his name read as one who had received the Distinguished Service Award in 1958. As a fitting and appropriate memorial
to their teacher and friend, the Iowa State forestry students and graduates
bought a timbered tract near Ames and named it "MacDonald W oods."
Throughout his long residence in Ames Professor MacDonald actively
and generously supported many groups. He was life-time elder in the
Collegiate Presbyterian church, a Rotarian for 38 years, active in the Boy
Scout movement for 45 years, served on th e Ames City Council for 20
years , and for 50 years maintained close contact with th e college YMCA.
In all these interests he expressed himself generously with h is time, finan cial support, and with his extraordinary capacity to get things clone.

WILLIAM B. ZUKER
1887-1960
Dr. 'William B. Zuker, vice president, chemistry professor, form er acting president of the University of Dubuque, and long-time member of the
Iowa Academy of Science, died
September 11, 1960.
y
Dr. Zuker was "Mr. l!niversit
of Dubuque" to thousands of su1clents, colleagues, and friends for
nearly 40 years. H e first joined the
Dubuque facu lty as professor of
chemistry in 1921, having earned
th e B.S . degree from Des Moines
University and the M.S. from th e
University of Chicago. H e was
granted the D .Sc. degree by th e
Un iversity of Dubuque in 1934.
On two occasions, from 1927 to
1929 and again from 1935 to 1936,
he served Dubuq ue as acting
president. H e was appointed vice
presiden t in 1929, a position he
held until the time of his death.
A member of and an officer in
several professional organizations,
he was also active in Dubuque
community affairs, serving on the
boards of Finley Hospital, the
YMCA, and Carnegie-Stout Library. His most recent honor came in the spring of 1960 when he was
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granted the tile of professor emeritus-an award bestowed on only four
other former faculty members in the history of the University.
A "Dr. Zuker Recognition Night" was held in 1960 during the dedication of Goldthorp Science Hall. A reading room and the major lecture
hall were named in his honor. During the program Dr. Frank C. Edwards,
Jr., chaimrnn of the Natural Science Division and a former student of Dr.
Zuker, paid tribute to his many contributions to the University of Dubuque.
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